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"From the first moment Hospice of Yuma arrived,
IBywas
instantly relieved"
Tawn Gale (Ogram)
My parents, George and Peggy Ogram, spent their lives in Yuma as farmers,
teachers, bankers, counselors and real estate brokers. All their lives they
were extremely dedicated and felt the call to give back to their community.
They loved Yuma and the people here and were always involved in ways to
make the community better. Giving and caring for their neighbors.
My father, George, was born in Yuma and his family farmed in the Gila
Valley for much of his youth and young adulthood. He served in the Army
Air Corp. during WWII and later bought raw desert land that bordered the
river to start his own farm in the mid to late ‘40’s.

Dad spotted her across the pool...and so began a
romance that would last nearly 60 years
He owned that land when he met the love of his life, my mother, Peggy, at
San Marcus Pool. She was home from college visiting her family who had
recently moved here from Douglas, AZ and had taken her younger brother to
the pool for a cool swim. Dad spotted her across the pool and asked a

Ruth "Peggy" Ogram (Myers)

George Ogram

TABLE OF CONTENTS:

Directors Corner - 2
Thrift Shop - 3
Planned Giving and Fundraising - 6
Bereavement &
Community Support-7
Volunteer -9
Donations and Contributions - 11

buddy of his if the little boy with her was her son. When he found out it was just her younger brother the game was
afoot! Even though my father was an expert swimmer (had spent some time as a professional scuba diver) he
pretended not to know how to do a dive off the diving board. After watching mom execute some perfect jack-knife
dives he asked her if she would teach him how to do that. So began a romance that would last nearly 60 years.
My parents married in June of 1949 and cleared the desert back to farm their land. They grew alfalfa, cotton,
wheat, barley and at one time Brahman - cattle. Dad purchased an older used semi truck to haul his own alfalfa hay
to cattle ranchers near Wickenburg and Skull Valley. He and mom became pilots and joined Flying Farmers in the
early 1950’s. Prior to the levee going in they had their own dirt runway running half the length of the land going
north and south. They’d often take off and go visit farming/cattle ranching friends in Congress, AZ and up the hill
near Prescott. Always up for an adventure and to see new places, in 1963, they piloted
their plane, with myself and my older brother, to New York to attend the World’s Fair.
Both of my parents attended the University of Arizona. Mom got her degree in Education
and dad a degree in Agriculture and Business. My mother taught 7th grade Science then
moved in to 8th grade English/Literature at 4th Avenue Jr. High School and my father
became first a Loan Officer and then a Trust Officer with Valley National Bank. In 1968,
mom went back to the U of A (for summer school) and got her Master’s Degree in
Counseling and took a position at Yuma High School as a guidance counselor from 1971
through 1975.
After my older brother and I graduated from high school and went off to college, my
parents decided to take a year off and go on some adventures. They pulled ...continued on page 4
George & Peggy Ogram

Directors Corner

A Message From Executive Director, John Williams
There has been nothing usual about 2020 as individuals, families, businesses, and our
government have faced one of the most challenging times on record due to the COVID-19
virus. The pandemic has made its mark on Hospice of Yuma, too, as we strive to provide the
highest quality end of life care and support possible for our patients and their families we have
also been focused on keeping our staff’s health and well-being as a priority. Consistently over
this year we have been reminded of the goodness and generosity of people who have shown
us how much Hospice of Yuma is valued within our community.
When we put out on Facebook our need for hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes we were
overwhelmed with support and donations. As we reached out for homemade masks many

Consistently over this year we have been reminded of the goodness and generosity of
people who have shown us how much Hospice of Yuma is valued within our community.
volunteers and community groups responded, donating hundreds of masks for our staff. As we continued to update
our community about cancelled fundraising events individuals and businesses donated to Hospice of Yuma to ensure
we had the monies available to care for patients without insurance. When we were faced with an increased demand
for community grief support services, we received grant money enabling us to provide grief counseling and group
grief activities via online zoom meetings. The outpouring of support we have received has been tremendously
gratifying.
Building on a legacy of 39 years, Hospice of Yuma has done our utmost to provide compassionate and skilled care
to those at the end of life. We serve all individuals who seek hospice care from us, regardless of their diagnosis or
COVID-19 status, and our staff are devoted to each patient. Individuals who reside in their own homes are still able
to access the full range of services we provide. Wherever we are permitted, our clinical staff members are there to
care for our patients in assisted living facilities and local skilled nursing facilities. We have protocols and processes
in place for mitigating the contraction of the COVID-19 virus among our staff members and patients. Our
management staff has worked hard to stay on top of all new information being shared by the Arizona Department of
Health, Centers for Disease Control and the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization.
While these are trying times and we are seeing increases again of the spread of COVID-19, Hospice of Yuma has
not wavered from our mission of providing compassionate care, support for the dying and grief services for those
who have experienced loss. As we all wait to hear more about a potential vaccine, we are faced with the reality that
no one knows when the pandemic will end. What I can promise our community going into 2021 is that Hospice of
Yuma will continue to care for individuals at the end of life while supporting their families with the same level of
dedication and commitment that has been our hallmark since our founding in 1981.
It is my hope that as a community we will emerge from this crisis with a renewed sense of compassion and charity
for all. Yuma is truly a strong and caring community. I want to thank each individual and business that has supported
us during 2020. Your support has made the difference in patients receiving the best end of life care available.
Sincerely,

John Williams
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Thrift Shop

By Dorothy Chretin, Thrift Shop Manager
First and foremost, I would like to send out a huge
THANK YOU to all of our customers, donors, and
volunteers for not letting anything get in the way of
your support for your favorite thrift shop…not even a
world-wide pandemic!
To our customers: THANK YOU for your patience and
understanding when we ask you to wait outside for a
few minutes because we are at maximum capacity
inside the store. THANK YOU for wearing your masks.
THANK YOU for accepting our offering of hand
sanitizer when you enter. And, THANK YOU for all
your kind words of encouragement and support. They
warm our hearts, bring smiles to our faces, and inspire
us to keep moving forward.
To our donors: THANK YOU for saving your donations
while we were closed. THANK YOU for understanding
that we must limit the hours that we can receive your
donations at the store. THANK YOU for accepting that
we can only offer donation pick-ups for furniture items.
THANK YOU for keeping our shop full of treasures!
To our volunteers: THANK YOU for your continued
support during this unique time. THANK YOU for
observing our new safety protocols to keep everyone
safe. THANK YOU for helping us to be the best we can
be. We could not exist without you!
And finally, THANK YOU to my staff for stepping up
and facing the challenge head on. THANK YOU for
accepting new responsibilities and the extra work it
takes to keep us moving forward. THANK YOU for
being a valuable part of our team!
We have had to make many changes in our operating
procedures to ensure that we are following the
mandated guidelines. It’s been a challenge, but the
reward of being able to keep our store open is worth it.
We find it necessary to make one more change and it’s
a biggie!
Traditionally, we would change to our longer winter
hours the first week of November. However, this year,
it will not be possible to do that. We have made the
decision to continue with the shorter hours until further
notice. It will also be necessary to continue to limit the
hours that we will be accepting donations and the
donation pick-ups will continue to be reserved for
furniture items only.

We have thought long and hard on this and we feel
that this is the best option for us to keep the store
open while still providing a safe environment for our
customers, volunteers, and staff.
We ran a poll on our Facebook page to get input from
our followers as to what our winter hours should be.
We gave three options and asked everyone to vote on
which one they felt would be best. Surprisingly, the
votes were placed evenly across all three options.
Effective Monday, November 2nd, our new winter
hours will be as follows:

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Friday, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Saturday, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

We will accept donations:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Furniture Pick-ups will be scheduled:
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00 am - approx. noon
While 2020 has brought many changes to the Thrift
Shop, one thing that has NOT changed is our
commitment to be the best that we can be. We pledge
to continue to provide our community not only with a
unique and safe place to shop, but to be an entity
worthy of your trust and support. We are truly blessed
to be a part of such a generous community, and we
will do our best to make it even better.

Good-bye, Miss Linda!
We will miss you!

For those of you who visit the Thrift Shop often, you’ll
recognize this smiling face as the little whirlwind
racing through the Furniture Showroom staging the
furniture and creating the unique displays. Linda has
left Yuma to be able to spend more time with her
family in the Phoenix area. She is eagerly awaiting the
birth of her first Grandchild.
We will certainly miss not only her outstanding talents,
but also her kind heart and bubbly personality.
Godspeed, Linda, on your new adventure, but know
that you will be greatly missed!
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my youngest siblings from school, took their small
sailboat and headed to the Caribbean to see what they
could see. Stopping along the way to take a short jaunt
down the Mississippi river they ended up in Florida and
decided their small sailboat wouldn’t be very comfortable
out on the ocean so they purchased a slightly larger sloop
and off they went.

Peggy & George with their plane

Upon their return to Yuma, my mom and dad decided to do something different and got their
real estate licenses. Working under a broker they learned a lot about the community and the
opportunities and decided to open their own real estate company so they got their Brokers Licenses.
“Ogram Realty” was born. Their office still stands today, although Ogram Realty does not, located at the
entrance of Desert Royal Mobile Park off of 32nd street.
My father and mother were always very active in the community sharing their time with numerous clubs and
organizations. My father, George, was a Boy Scout leader before they had their own children and was active in the
Yuma Archery Club, Yuma County Planning and Zoning, Colorado River Association, Arizona Flying Farmers,
Kiwanis, Toastmasters, Yuma County Humane Society (served as President on the board), and Elks. In the early
70’s he was the Drive Chairman for the United Fund drive and later would join the Yuma Chamber of Commerce,
EAA (Experimental Aircraft Association) and volunteer for Hospice of Yuma.
My mother, Peggy, stayed busy as well with Hermosa Garden Club, Yuma Archery Club,
Yuma County Planning and Zoning, Colorado River Association., Arizona Flying
Farmers, the Yuma Chamber of Commerce, ADK, EAA (only as the spouse of dad and
not actually flying experimental aircraft like he was), P.E.O, a C.A.S.A. Counselor,
Hospice of Yuma volunteer and a volunteer with YRMC. She was extremely active in
her church (St. Paul’s Episcopal Church) and truly dedicated her life to helping others.
She was a ready and willing friend to all she met often leaving anonymous donations to
servers she met at restaurants to aid in their educational goals.

I never had a moment of panic or doubt because of the attention to detail
and compassion that Hospice of Yuma staff showed my [parents]
and my family
When dads health took a turn for the worse there was no hesitation to contact Hospice of Yuma for assistance.
Having both been volunteers, mom and dad knew the dedication Hospice of Yuma had for their patients and the
families of the patients.My father passed in December of 2005 having received the utmost care and compassion
from Hospice of Yuma, at every point of his end of life process.
Then in 2015 when my mothers health declined, the call to Hospice of Yuma was made again. And again they
answered with kindness, compassion and dedication to the care of my mother. This was my first experience
partnering with the staff at Hospice of Yuma, as my younger sister had handled the care and details for my father
10 years prior.
From the first moment Hospice of Yuma arrived, I was instantly relieved. The liason that was assigned to us was a
well of knowledge and made what could have been an overwhelming and stressful process, one of ease and order.
From equipment lists to medication schedules and even bed care procedures, our liason made sure we understood
and felt comfortable every step of the way. Our doctor was the most caring and kind doctor I have ever met. He
explained any process he was performing or medication he was prescribing to my mother and to us, her
caretakers. ...continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
I never had a moment of panic or doubt because of the attention to detail and
compassion that Hospice of Yuma staff showed my mother and my family. They made it
known that they were there for anything and everything we might need no matter how
often or at what hour, if we called for help they were there for us. The people of Hospice
of Yuma were and are awesome. I never felt rushed, or like an annoyance. They truly
made us feel like a priority and always acted respectfully. Even when my mothers ability
to communicate declined, they still spoke...to her like nothing had changed. They would
have conversations with her about the weather, how pretty she looked that day, what
great kids she had (wink wink). They also always explained everything they were doing
or giving to her. She was their priority.

Peggy & George on one of their
many adventures

[Hospice of Yuma] truly made us
feel like a priority

Mother passed on Christmas day 2015, just in time to join my father in heaven
for Christmas dinner. Without Hospice of Yuma, the entire process for both of
my parents end of life journey, would have been scary and crushing. I will never
be able to fully articulate the gratefulness I have for this organization.

Peggy took George on daily walks around their
property during his time on Hospice Care

Now as my family and I approach the 15 and 5 year anniversary of my parents passing, we remember our time with
Hospice of Yuma with gratitude and deep appreciation. Thank you, Hospice of Yuma, for giving my parents the most
dignified care and attention possible in an otherwise difficult time of their life.
With love & appreciation,
le
Tawn Ga

(Ogram)

End of Year Giving
As the end of 2020 nears, it is important to remind yourself that time is running out for charitable giving that could
reduce your tax burden come April 15, 2021. If you still itemize your tax deductions on your tax return, one of the
best ways to increase those donations is to give more to a qualified charitable organization. Besides doing a good
thing, you receive a tax deduction that can be used to reduce your taxable income.
I have always liked the statement “I live here, I give here.” Local nonprofits in Yuma County like Hospice of Yuma
need your support. We simply cannot meet our mission if we do not have help. When you work at a local
community nonprofit, you quickly learn that the needs of people you serve often outweigh the resources you have.
Generous donors are the lifeblood of local nonprofits; the work they do makes the community you live in better.
Whether it is feeding the hungry, clothing and sheltering the homeless, or caring for the uninsured terminally ill in
your community, your local nonprofits serve a vital purpose. So please consider giving locally here in Yuma
County, and feel good about the difference your generosity will make where you live.
As a 501(c)3 charitable organization, the money donated to Hospice of Yuma goes to assist terminally ill patients
who do not have insurance. We make a difference in people’s lives, but it is only because you make a difference
with your generosity.
We realize that 2020 has been a financial drain on everyone but we want you to know that your donation does not
have to be beyond your means. We encourage you to set a goal of sending $25.00 to your favorite local charity.
Trust us, they will be thrilled. With multiple end of year givers small amounts can add up fast and you will be part
of making a difference in the community.
For more information on year end charitable giving to
Hospice of Yuma please contact us at 928-343-2222 or
hoyfd@hospiceofyuma.com
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Planned Giving & Fundraising
By Alysia Munoz, Fundraising & Planned Giving Coordinator

Dear Hospice of Yuma Friend,
As we enter our new fiscal year, we are beginning a new year of our Legacy
Partner program.
I've worked at Hospice of Yuma for the last 17 years; starting with the
organization as a front desk receptionist when I was 18. I could tell you our
history like it was my own and up until a few years ago, I thought there wasn't
much I didn't know about Hospice of Yuma. Turns out, I was wrong and it's
why I became a Legacy Partner.
A few years ago, my grandfather was admitted to Hospice of Yuma with a
terminal illness. He wanted to remain at home, surrounded by loved ones,
and I wanted to honor his wishes. As an employee, I knew the drill and could
be a guide to my family during this time. My grandfather was a smart,
handsome, and brave man. Although his illness had taken over his body, his
mind was as sharp as ever. Our physician recognized that and I will never
forget the moment that he did what all good doctors are supposed to do: put
his patient first. It was a simple moment, really. My family and I were all
gathered around my grandfather to hear what the physician had to say about
his condition. The physician stopped to ask: "John, would you like some
privacy?" My grandfather nodded "yes".
I gained a new respect for our physician in that moment. He prioritized my
grandfather's wishes because he had taken the time to get to know him. He
recognized that this might be a private moment between my grandparents,
and they could share the information as they wished. In that moment, I
stepped back as a Hospice of Yuma employee, and was able to see the
Hospice of Yuma care team as a granddaughter. Our mission of providing the
best care to the terminally ill took on a new meaning because I was
personally witnessing how Hospice of Yuma came in to take care of my loved
one. I joined the Legacy Partner Program because I witnessed firsthand what
we do as a nonprofit hospice organization. I believe in our mission. I want you
to know that if a terminal illness takes hold of you or a loved one, you will be
taken care of with the same respect, dignity, and compassion that was shown
to my grandfather. Hospice of Yuma was able to provide him with quality of
life, a support team for my grandmother who was his caregiver, and the
opportunity to live the rest of his life on his terms, which was important to
him.
If you want to be part of this legacy of excellence in the Yuma community,
then I encourage you to become a Legacy Partner today. I assure you, there's
no feeling like knowing you're part of a process that helps a fellow community
member.

Alysia Munoz

Let Your Legacy Be

Quality of Life
The average cost of one
day of hospice care for a
terminally ill patioent on
hospice services is $160
Founder Partner

$10,000
$2,5000 Quarterly
$833.33 Monthly

Benefactor Partner
$2,500
$625 Quarterly
$208.34 Monthly

Platinum Partner
$1,000
$250 Quarterly
$83.34 Monthly

Gold Partner
$500
$125 Quarterly
$41.67 Monthly

Silver Partner
$300
$75 Quarterly
$25 Monthly

Bronze Partner
$160
$40 Quarterly
$13.33 Monthly

Sincerely,

For more information on Hospice of Yuma's Legacy Partner program, please
contact Alysia Munoz at (928) 343-2222 or amunoz@hospiceofyuma.com
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Sign up as a partner today by filling
out and mailing in the form on the
back of this newsletter.

.
.
Light A Light
The Holiday season is upon us, and with it brings
sentiments of comfort and joy. Help Hospice of Yuma
spread the seasonal blessings to our patients and their
families by participating in our Light-A-Light program.
When you make a gift to the Light-A-Light Program
honoring a friend, family member, special event, or life
of a loved one, your gift directly helps us (Yuma
County’s ONLY nonprofit hospice) to provide care and
services to patients who have no resources for care or
who have needs that extend beyond their insurance
coverage. Hospice of Yuma serves over 400 families
each year.
As a token of our gratitude, for each contribution to the
Light-A-Light Program, you will receive an angel to
place on your holiday tree in honor or in memory of
your loved ones.
Hospice of Yuma will send all honorees (or their
family, in the case of memorial gifts) a special note
informing them that a gift has been made in their
name. Honorees will also receive a copy of the Hospice
of Yuma Quarterly Newsletter,
Hospice Matters.
All gifts will be published in the Spring edition of
Hospice Matters.

Yes! I would like to support Hospice of Yuma
patients and their families during this holiday season.

Donor's Name

Address

City

State

Zip

(we will only use your phone number if we need to
verify any donation notification details; i.e. name
spelling, address, etc. )

Phone
Attached is my gift of :

$40

$20

$10

Other ($

Your gift is tax deductible. Thank you for your donation!

This gift is

a direct donation

in memory of

in honor of

Please send a notification of this gift to:

Name

Address

City

State

Zip

)

Bereavement & Community Services
Meet our Grief Support Specialists!

2020 has brought a year of innovation and newness to our Hospice of Yuma Bereavement & Community Support
department. With the changes the pandemic has brought, we have adapted and changed as well. If you have been
keeping up with our social media, you may have noticed we have gone almost completely virtual with our support
groups and bereavement/community activities. Along with these activities come some names you may not
recognize, so we thought we would take this opportunity to introduce some of our Bereavement & Community
Service Staff. More specifically, our Grief Support Specialists. These are the individuals who are specifically
trained to help guide you through your grief journey.
My name is Gina Murrietta. I am the Director of Bereavement and Community Services at Hospice
of Yuma. I am also one of our Grief Recovery Specialist. I have been at HOY for 13 years. I was
born in Phoenix but moved to Yuma when I was 6 years young. I graduated from Yuma High. Go
Criminals! I enjoy spending time with my family, and of course being with my granddaughters
Briana and Kayla Mae. I love being able to help someone heal through their grief journey. In one’s
grief journey, support is needed at a time when we do not know where or who to reach out too. I
am blessed to be able to offer our support programs, care, compassion, empathy to our bereaved
and see them move forward from their grief to living again.
My name is Tim Arviso and I was born and raised in Yuma. I have a wife and three children and
my life is devoted to them. I have been a social worker for 6 years, three of which I have spent
working with Hospice of Yuma. Working at Hospice of Yuma is a privilege because I am able to
serve my community. I also enjoy working at Hospice of Yuma because the entire staff is devoted
to compassionate care for our patients and families. In addition to being a social worker, I have
the role of grief recovery specialist. As a grief recovery specialist I am able to help my patients
and their families know that they are not alone during a time that can be difficult. Grief is a
process in life that is unique to each person and there is hope for recovery.
My name is Liz Lopez and I am part of the Bereavement Program at Hospice of Yuma. I have
been working at Hospice of Yuma for 13 years and still counting. I was born in Los Angeles,
California and moved to Yuma in 2005. I am family oriented and love to spend time and make
memories with my family. As human beings we experience transitions and losses throughout our
lives. One of the things that I love about being part of the bereavement program at Hospice of
Yuma is being able to offer culturally competent grief support to our patients and families as
they face their unique losses. My goal is to bring awareness, hope, and transformation!
My name is Kent Leander and I am the Chaplain here at Hospice of Yuma. I have been working
here for a year and a half and continue to learn. Being a Grief Recovery Specialist has helped me
understand more of the grieving process and to be more empathetic to what people go through.
My wife, Gulni, and I have been in Yuma for two and a half years coming here to work in
chaplaincy. We served prior in Ecuador for 13 years as missionaries where we worked with
marriages and families. Prior to that I worked as a graphic designer in Los Angeles and Portland.
Having a varied background has helped me connect with people in Yuma easier and understand
what it means to be far from family and the importance of family and friend support, especially in
times of loss. We have two college age sons and enjoy crossing the border to enjoy the Mexican
culture and walking our dog, Daisy, in the parks.

...continued on page 8
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Bereavement & Community Services
continued from page 7

My name is Kate Cook and I have been a Hospice of Yuma Volunteer since July 22nd of 2016. I will
always feel that joining Hospice of Yuma was inspired with a bit of Devine intervention. I’ve been a
Grief Recovery Specialist a very short time to date. I completed my training at the beginning of
August of 2020 and little did I realize that once again I would discover yet another passion in my
life. I am also a certified Reiki Master teacher and have been for several years now. I love to write
poetry when so inspired as well as finding the next best craft to immerse myself into that often
becomes that time to just refill. I was born and raised in California and have two truly amazing
grown children with families of their own so I am blessed to be called “grandma.” It was in January
back in 2004 when my husband and I had come back from traveling in our motor home for several
months that we found ourselves in Yuma to have dental work done in Algodones. We took notice
right away how wonderful the weather was and immediately realized shorts won out over blue
jeans. At that point, we knew this was where we wanted to be. We purchased a lot in the
Foothills, built a little casita and never looked back.
My name is Irma Corrales, Social Worker for the past 3 years. I have been living in Yuma over
40 years. I went to Kofa High School and received my BSW from NAU Yuma. I enjoy running,
yoga and hiking. I have 3 adult children which I am very proud of. I provide families with
support thru their grieving process by active listening, compassion, empathy and presence.

Yuma's Best 2020
As 2020 nears its end you still have time to help support Hospice of Yuma. Now you might be thinking, well he is
going to ask for a donation. You would be wrong. Even though we appreciate your financial support and generosity I
am asking for a different kind of support.

As a non-profit organization I can think of no greater honor than to have our
community recognize and support what we do.
Every December the Yuma Sun opens an online platform for the community to vote for business and places to be
recognized as Yuma’s Best in their respective category. Hospice of Yuma and the Hospice of Yuma Thrift Shop will be
included in the following categories for the 2020 Yuma’s Best contest sponsored by the Yuma Sun.
Healthy Living Category - Hospice
Medical Service Provider Category
Fashion & Style Category - Vintage or Thrift Shop
Place to Volunteer your time Category
As a non-profit organization I can think of no greater honor than to have our community recognize and support what we
do. But your support goes even further. By being recognized as Yuma’s Best we can better tell our story as a nonprofit
organization, gather more financial support and recruit more volunteers. Your vote helps us continue to fulfill our
mission.
Hospice of Yuma has proudly served our community since 1981. Our organization was birthed through a grassroots
movement of community volunteers to bring hospice care to Yuma as an option for terminally ill patients that wanted to
be at home with their loved one’s rather than remaining in the hospital. As the message of hospice care has spread
over the past three decades more and more people in our community contact Hospice of Yuma when a loved one is
diagnosed with a terminal illness. Many things have changed in our community since 1981 but the mission of Hospice
of Yuma to provide the best end-of-life care for the terminally ill in our community is stronger than ever. We remain
committed to providing excellence in everything we do for the benefit of our community.
Please consider voting for us in Yuma’s Best 2020. We will share more information via the Hospice of Yuma Facebook
page regarding the upcoming contest.
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Volunteer

By Denise Coronado, Volunteer Manager

Our volunteers are the
heart of hospice

Winter is upon us and we are beginning to learn a new way of life: wearing our masks, social
distancing, no hugging, learning to smile with our eyes and accepting the fact that we are
restricted from having our monthly meeting with all of our wonderful volunteers. There is
good news though! We have been given the green light to begin phase one. What is phase
one?
Phase one allows 4-5 volunteers to return to their volunteer activities. Volunteers who are
chosen to return must attend a COVID-19 infection control training. This will allow those
volunteers to be able to make patient care visits with CDC recommended safety measures.
The safety of our volunteers and our patients is our priority, and we will continue to monitor statistics to allow
additional volunteers to return when it is safe to do so. We are so grateful to all of our volunteers for bearing with
us during these changes.
This is also usually the time of year when we begin to see our winter visitors return to Yuma. We are sad to hear
that most will not be doing so due to COVID-19 restrictions and precautions. We miss every single one of you very
much and we cannot wait to have you all back. Please remember that even though most volunteer services are on
hold, we are still here for all our volunteers. We are only a call away if there is anything that you need. During
these times of change please take the time to practice selfcare and be aware of your needs, we are here to
support each other through these new times of learning.
As a way to continue the HOY Volunteer conversation going, I asked volunteers to answer two questions for us.

1. I chose Hospice of Yuma to volunteer my time because…
2. What I enjoy most about volunteering is….
The replies I received were so heartwarming and sincere and this reminded me why I love what I do so much. Our
volunteers are the heart of hospice and without all of you, we could not provide the exceptional care that we do to
our patients and their families. Here are some of the wonderful answers below:
“I chose Hospice of Yuma to volunteer my time because” when I was looking for a way to give
back to my community as a Reiki Master, Hospice of Yuma welcomed me with open arms. I was
thrilled that Hospice of Yuma was open to offering complimentary approaches to those who may
be experiencing stress or anxiety.
Kate Cook
4 Year HOY Volunteer

“What I enjoy about volunteering is" well, it’s two-fold in that I get to occasionally be around the
staff of Hospice of Yuma who I’ve come to love and adore because of the love and care they give
every day in what they do. I always say that volunteering has taught me so much about myself by
being in the presence of others at perhaps the most difficult time in their lives.

My husband, John, and I chose Hospice of Yuma as a place to volunteer our time because we
were taught that if you have a gift you should use it for the benefit of others. We are musicians
and former teachers who still love to educate and create, and Hospice of Yuma has given us the
opportunity to do what we love when presenting our various sound healing instruments.
My favorite line from the movie Pollyanna is “If you give away love, it will come back tenfold.” That
has truly been the case with our experience at Hospice; we have made loving and lasting
friendships and connections and consider that camaraderie to be what inspires us as volunteers.

Lynn Lizarraga
1 Year HOY
Volunteer

...continued on page 10
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Volunteer

continued from page 9
I was drawn to Hospice because of it being a not for profit business. I
enjoy volunteering because I can bring some kindness and joy to someone
at the end of their life, and it’s something I feel comfortable doing.
Margaret Aitken
4 Year HOY Volunteer

Ed and I choose to volunteer our time at Hospice of Yuma because we had
previously been involved at a hospice in Phoenix. It just seemed natural to be a part
of Hospice of Yuma. We enjoy the staff and other volunteers we have met. Great
bunch of caring people. Because my husband is a retired veteran, we gladly support
the We Honor Veterans Program for our local Veterans at Hospice of Yuma.

Gloria Stanton
2 Year HOY Volunteer

Joni & Ed Sprouse
3 Year HOY Volunteers

I started to attend grief group before my husband died. The group quickly became my new
family. So, when I had gone through my major grieving and felt stronger and took the course
I chose bereavement volunteer counseling. It is not always easy and drains me at times but
I would not choose anything else. I have made friends and find time on my phone calls with
these people very rewarding.

Bob and I are supporters of Hospice and believe in the services they provide
especially to those patients who do not have family nearby. I completely enjoy giving
of my time. As long as we are able, we will continue to volunteer. I am happy to
share my talents where they are needed and appreciated.

Bob & Gail Evans
3 Year HOY Volunteers

I chose Hospice of Yuma to volunteer my time because, everyone at HOY is just so
friendly & welcoming. What I enjoy most about volunteering is, listening to the
incredible life stories of hospice patients & their families.
Robin Gallup
2 Year HOY Volunteer

I joined Hospice of Yuma because of its good reputation of being there to help
those in need.
I see the good it does to relieve the caregivers for some needed relief. Also, it
helps me define myself and feel good about my life helping others. I really miss
being employed and this helps to fill my day.

Myrtle Walker
4 Year HOY Volunteer

I chose to volunteer for HOY because I believe their
ideals are much higher than the other Hospices and
ours is a non-profit society.
Woody Aschenbrenner
3 Year HOY Volunteer

For more information on Hospice of Yuma volunteer services, please contact our
Volunteer Manager-Denise Coronado at dcoronado@hospiceofyuma.com or (928) 343-2222

10 Winter 2020

Hospice Matters

Donations & Contributions
August-September-October
Legacy Partner Donations
Founder
Robert Ochylski

Benefactor

J. Glendon & Barbara Moss
Thomas & Mara Tyree
In memory of Iona Tyree
& Anna Vitolins

Debbie Milatz
In memory of Werner Milatz

Steven Watkins
In memory of Phoebe Watkins

The John Theodore & Pamela Sharpe
Osterman Charitable Foundation Fund
In memory of Robert & Lillie Sharpe
and Theodore & Edyth Osterman

Marilyn Young
In memory of Peter J. Young

John & Wanda Williams

Yuma Investment Group Wealth
Management

James Beck
In memory of Judy Beck

Loren & Gloria Bowser
Marvin E. Crim
In memory of Julie Crim

Gold
Erik & Brenda Brandt
Dr. Robert & Leslie Cannell
In memory of Frank W. Cannell
& Rebecca Stump
Dorothy Chretin
In memory of Joe & Winnie Chretin

Mark & Karleen Hammons

Sandra Mejorado
In memory of
Pedro M. Mejorado

Jon & Carolyn Nickerson

Lucille K. Hatfield

Janet Moon
In memory of Patricia A. Freeman

Robert Denney
In memory of Hannelore Denney

Erik & Alysia Munoz
In memory of John V. Baca
& Ronnie Murrietta

Virginia Marten
In memory of Derald Marten

Peggy Burks
In memory of Betty DeBerry

Marsha Faulkner
In memory of Edward Faulkner

Tanya Dean
In memory of Asa "Buddy" Dean

Barbara Lee

James & Margot LaBarge

Gina Murrietta
In memory of John V. Baca

Clyda Conrad

Raymond & Rhonda Griffin
In memory of Marion & Ruth Griffin
& Dorothy Storjohann

Bronze

Sally Doyle & Children
In memory of Tom Doyle

David McDonald
In memory of Carolyn McDonald

Foothills Bank

Jessie Spaulding
In memory of Don Spaulding

Licha Jordan

Silver

Platinum

Jody Smith
In memory of Glenn E. Smith

Kathy Odaffer
In memory of
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Benton
James Peters
In memory of Betty J. Peters
Nate Schug

Hospice Matters

Beatrice Payan
In memory of
Armando Martinez
Marvin Rather
In memory of Nancy Rather
Christine Reeves
Women of the Moose Chapter
1503

Community Group Donations
Charities Aid Foundation of
America
Frontstream
Principal Financial
Kroger
Nostalgia Car Club of Yuma
United Way of Salt Lake
Valley of the Sun United Way
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General Donations
Janice Butler
Robert & Nancy Filbey
Mona Nelson

Memorial Donations
John Adkins
Antoinette Adkins
Catherine Ala
Richard & Linda Hirsch
Mark Badgley
BJ Clement
Philip & Nancy Coffeen
Kelly Convey
Glen & Rebecca Curtis
Mary Ann Easterday
Terri Furrow & Family
Dr. Lynn Morrison
Douglas & Pamela Pancrazi
Mark & Susan Pancrazi
Jerry & Brenna Paulin
Jamie Penny
Robert & Jill Sloncen
Phillip & Deborah Townsend
Thomas & Mara Tyree
Jewel Whitbeck
Ralph & Dottie
James Earl Billesbach
Dolores Vrooman
George "Mookie" Blanton
Eunice McDaniel
Doris Brown
Gay Elrod
James Carruthers
Karen Nicklaus
William "Hank" Cooper
Marie Cooper
Cynthia Curiel
Sidnee Abrahams
Vernie Douglas
Ralph & Dottie

Tony DeRita
Aaron Abrams
Jerry Lee Dunfee
Colorado Chapter 2
OES Order of Eastern Star

Doris Parker
Mary Stevens & Family

Maxine Elliott
Diane Robinette

Roberta "Bobbie" Shadle
Karen Nicklaus

Jean L. Estabrook
David Estabrook

Rosemary Martinez Stewart
Sebastiano & Margaret Patane

Albert Garnica
Griffin Ranches

Donald Tanaka
Mark & Susan Pancrazi

Jose Luis & Bella Gonzalez
Mama Bella Hot Sauce

Dorothea Wall
Kathleen Shoger

Mary Ann Holland
Glen & Barbara Moss

Donald Washum
Bob & Emily Olsen

David Hossler
Glen & Barbara Moss
Ron Watson

Evelyn Washum
Glen & Barbara Moss

Adrian Hutchens
Mark & Karleen Hammons

Jean A. Winnie
Carolyn Yusko

Facebook Fundraisers
Jim Jepson
Thomas & Cheryl Fleury
Albert Johnson
Ralph & Dottie
Jerry & Louise Knepper
Allan & Pollyanne Cady
Tom & Mary Lou Edwards
Perry & Betty Schuman
Neil & Genevieve Knutson
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Anderson
Philip J. Iati
Larry & Karen Smith
Eddie Marquez
Mark & Susan Pancrazi
Kevin Murphy
Stephen & Rachael Nickle

Antonio De Anda
Mama Bella Hot Sauce
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Georgia "Georgie" Nelson
James & Judith Marks
Gerald & Nancy Thomas
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Tawn Gale
Donna Knepper Taylor
Betty Macon
Jonnie Sjostrom

Birthdays
December
Irene Hendrickson
Fred Hoffmeyer

January
Carolyn Hoffmeyer
Betty Labrecque
Debbie Milatz
John Moody
Terry Pray

February
Pat Bradley Erwin
Lynn V. Gates
Veramae Morris

Anniversaries
December
Gary & Sandy Knights
Tom & Mara Tyree

January
Licha Jordan
Bruce & Sari McLaurin
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I wish to make a special gift to support care for the terminally ill.
Legacy Partner Program
(yearly donation)
Bronze Partner
Silver Partner
Gold Partner
Platinum Partner
Benefactor
Founder

$
$
$
$
$

160.00
300.00
500.00
1,000.00
2,500.00

Memorial & Special Occasion Gifts
Memorial Gift

$

Special Occasion Gift

$

My Gift is in memory / honor of:

$ 10,000.00

(Gifts are tax deductible)

My Gift is in memory / honor of:
Please change my address / remove my address from your mailing.
I am receiving multiple copies of this newsletter
I wish to volunteer
I have included Hospice of Yuma in my will
Please send me a complimentary Personal Estate Planning Notebook
I prefer to receive an e-newsletter. My email address is:

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Please mail this to: Hospice of Yuma, 1824 S. 8th Ave. Yuma, AZ 85364-5517 or call (928) 343-2222

