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FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS

My PErRSONDE BRIEF JOURNEY THROUBH HOSPICE OF YUMA
BY LORENIA VILLAESCUSA

During the summer of 2021, as the pandemic began to settle, I was doing my best to
adapt to all the new changes in my own life. I graduated from the Grief Recovery Method
program in June of that same year, and I had a new opportunity in my career, becoming
a bereavement counselor at Hospice of Yuma.

My Aunt Lupita was struggling with unspecified non-Hodgkin lymphoma. She had
already been fighting cancer since 2018, and her new prognosis did not look promising.
She was facing this difficult situation without her parents, children, or a spouse.

I felt deeply compassionate toward her because she only had two siblings living in Yuma
County, and one of them was my father. Aunt Lupita was the sixth of seven children on
my dad’s side of the family.

She fought cancer for five consecutive years. Between hospitalizations, cancer
treatments, and the constant hope for survival, she had the opportunity to travel to
Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico, to receive something she had always wanted and
prayed for—her green card. It represented a new opportunity for her to continue
teaching and inspiring younger generations with her talents and her background, having
earned a Master of Education.
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Aunt Lupita and I attended the same university in Baja California, Mexico, back in 2001. She was pursuing a bachelor’s
degree in education with an emphasis in English, while I was attending a psychology program at that time. I still remember
how proud I felt of her for continuing her education in her 40s.

It was difficult when we learned that her health was declining, and she eventually ended up in the hospital for four days. On
September 25, 2021, I received a phone call from her while she was at the hospital. She told me how hard it was not being
able to see anyone because there were still visitation restrictions due to the pandemic.
She sounded tearful as she shared her thoughts and emotions with me over the phone.

Continued on page 2
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At the end of that conversation, she told me that she did not want to die alone in a hospital. I remember telling
her that she had a voice and a choice—that she could make her own decisions. She spoke with her doctor and
allowed me to call her nurse so they could arrange a visit from the hospital chaplain. She felt she needed
spiritual support, and unfortunately, because of the pandemic, her priest—her spiritual guide—could not cross
the border from San Luis, Mexico. My immediate thought was to help her receive the spiritual support she was
requesting. Her nurse helped us connect with the hospital chaplain.

The next morning, she called me back, and she sounded different. She was cheerful and grateful for what the
nurse and I had done to help her. She told me that her visit with the chaplain had been wonderful and that it
helped her better understand and process everything she was going through. She also shared the good news
that she would soon be discharged so she could go home with her sister in San Luis, Arizona, under the care of
Hospice of Yuma. I picked her up from the hospital when she was discharged. That morning was beautiful. She
trusted me to drive her home to her sister. The day was cloudy, and the weather was perfect. I did not realize at
that moment that it would be her last ride. During the drive, she shared so much about her life, her
relationships with her siblings, and how much she appreciated life in general. When we arrived, I opened the
car door for her, but she asked if she could walk inside by herself with her walker—and she did. She came home,
and our Hospice admission nurse arrived shortly after us. She completed the paperwork, and our family was
able to begin providing companionship and care for Aunt Lupita together. That same week, with the help of

Dr. Shea and our dear social worker, Irma Corrales, we were able to arrange a humanitarian letter so the rest of
my aunt’s siblings could cross the border, visit her, and say their goodbyes. To me, that was something truly
precious. I never imagined that my own coworkers would embrace my family with such compassion.

From the bottom of our hearts, our family will always appreciate Hospice of Yuma and all of my coworkers for
the comfort, care, and support we received.

Aunt Lupita passed away on October 6, 2021. She died peacefully, surrounded by her family. That was a gift we
received through this wonderful organization.

In her memory, I want to remind others that although we may feel vulnerable at times, we are never alone on
our grief journeys.
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MEET OQUR
WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS

I’ve been a volunteer at Hospice of Yuma for almost two years.

‘ My husband was a patient and received wonderful care from this
{ organization.
After he passed, I decided I needed to do something to
help others, so I figured Hospice of Yuma would be the best place to
be of service.
& Ienjoy spending time in the furniture department twice a week.
All my co-volunteers are wonderful, and my supervisor is awesome
and positive to everyone! I plan on staying with a smile as long as I
can!

-Linda Robertson
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Hi all! My name is Robin. I’ve been a volunteer at the %
\

Hospice of Yuma Thrift Shop for seven years.
For the last four years I have been the jewelry lady; cleaning,
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processing and sometimes repairing all our jewelry donations.
The Hospice of Yuma Thrift Shop is a great place to volunteer,

» g, 98

everyone is helpful and fun to be around!
-Robin the jewelry lady

My husband Sherman and I are winter visitors for four and a half months from )
Kingman, Arizona. We have been very involved with motorcycles for years,
starting in Coos Bay, Oregon. When we moved to Kingman, Arizona ,

we were involved in many things such as patient sitting and children grief
groups. I also started volunteering at a dog rescue. I helped clean kennels and
whatever else that needed to be done. I volunteered at that rescue for nine

years. T ‘

When we came to Yuma, I knew I wanted to volunteer at the Hospice of Yuma

Thrift Shop. I have now been here at the Thrift Shop for 17 years. Cleaning is
my thing, so you will find me in the back cleaning items and preparing them
for display. an I

When we go back Kingman, I work at HALT because the dog rescue closed
down. I also helped the elderly lady who owned the rescue with housekeeping.
The Lord has blessed me with the gifts of serving, helping, and giving, so I have
found many ways to use these gifts. I love working with my volunteer friends

at the HOY Thrift Shop and know it is for a worthy cause. 0
-Pat Acord A
7/
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A LIFELONG JOURNEY

Hello, I am Briana Munoz, affectionately
known as the "hospice baby." As a
lifelong member of the Hospice of Yuma
community, I have had the privilege of
watching this organization grow and
thrive. My mother, Alysia Munoz,
Director of Fund Development, has been
dedicated to Hospice of Yuma for 22
years, and I have learned so much from
her example.

Through my experiences, I have gained a profound appreciation for
Hospice of Yuma's status as our community's only non-profit hospice.
Recently, I was given the opportunity to contribute to the mission through
the AmeriCorps program, which provides vital support to non-profits.
This experience has been a true gift, enabling me to work for this
remarkable organization while pursuing my education. My current
responsibilities include assisting at the Hospice of Yuma Thrift Shop and
supporting the Fund Development department.

I am deeply committed to this work, knowing that we are making a
tangible difference in the lives of patients who are without insurance or
the means to pay for care. If you are interested in making a positive
impact, I encourage you to join us by volunteering, donating, or shopping
at our Thrift Shop. I look forward to Welcomlng you and thank you for your
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Volunteer Services

Opportunity and Growth Thiough AmeniCorps
at Hospice of Yuma

My name is Mikaela Garcia, and as an AmeriCorps Member for
Hospice of Yuma, I feel nothing but joy and gratitude for such
an amazing opportunity to grow.

When I graduated high school, I had never worked a day in my

looking for in a good quality candidate when you have no

history, but volunteering has provided me with just the
experience I was looking for. Volunteering gave me the
opportunity to mold myself into the kind of worker people can
trust, and I receive training and support only from the very best.
Everywhere you turn you can find someone to lean on, not once have I ever felt lost or
unsupported, the staff and fellow volunteers around you will always be there when you need
them. That’s the best part of my experience, the people. I have had the chance to meet and
talk to so many different people from different backgrounds, that every day becomes more
interesting than the last. Volunteer work doesn’t feel like “work”; it feels like the kind of
environment you don’t want to leave. It’s like a reward when you're able to help a customer
with exactly what they need. There is satisfaction in knowing you can be helped, and that you
can help. You feel like you're part of a team, and that your place on the team can really make
a difference in a person’s day.

It can be difficult to commit your time as a volunteer, but that’s where AmeriCorps comes
in. AmeriCorps has given me the opportunity to earn a livable wage as I complete a select
number of volunteer hours with Hospice of Yuma. That means as a member, [ am not only
receiving great work experiences and interactions with staff and customers but also funds
that can be used towards my schooling and living needs. With this support, I am able to
spend more time putting smiles on customers' faces through my work at HOY. A
membership with AmeriCorps at HOY is something that works for you. There has never
been a day where things feel too complicated or stressful. It's all about support.

If you ever feel like you are lost, like you just need the right opportunity to let your strengths
shine, then look no further. AmeriCorps for Hospice of Yuma may be just the right place for
you to unlock your potential, and to have that potential be seen by those with your best
interest in mind.
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41°" ANNUAL P.K.HODGES
GOLF TOURNAMENT

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

ALL REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE IN BY MARCH 27, 2026

[ JHOLE-IN-ONE - $7,500.00

+ 3 Teams of 4 Players

« 12 Pullovers w/ company logo on sleeve

1 billboard recognitions (3mth term)

« Banner display on our website, Facebook Page
o & Instagram during the tournament

« On site display carts, bags, announcement
during tournament

Acknowledgment in our Fall Newsletter

BIRDIE - $2,000.00

« 1Team of 4 Players

« 4 Pullovers

« Banner display on our website, Facebook
Page & Instagram during the tournament

« Acknowledgment in our Fall Newsletter

EAGLE - $4,000.00

« 2 Teams of 4 Players

o 8 Pullovers

« Banner display on our website,
Facebook Page & Instagram during
the tournament

« Acknowledgment in our Fall
Newsletter

THE PK WAY - $500.00

+ Acknowledgment of your donation

« will be made on our website,

« Facebook,Page,Instagram,&Fall
Newsletter

« Banner display

[ ] TEE - $200.00

« Banner display on our website, Facebook ;/
Page & Instagram during the tournament / y
« Acknowledgment in our Fall Newsletter / 4 “

PAYMENT INFORMATION: Payment Enclosed ﬂ Paid Online
Checks made to: Hospice of Yuma/Attn: Alysia/1824 S. 8" Avenue/Yuma, AZ 85364 /

Contact: Alysia or Gina @ 928.343.2222 /amunoz@hospiccofyuma.com /4
Paul White @ 928.580.2888 John Hodges @ 928.919.0566 ) /// /
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Join us in contributing to this year’s Mother’s Day Tea in
support of Hospice of Yuma. Share a tea gift with
someone dear—mom, family, or friends—celebrating
those who have inspired you. You may also choose to
dive in memory or in honor of a loved one. All donations
directly support vital care for patients who rely on

A==

assistance beyond their available coveragde.

A poem for that special someone you call mom:

— @"”’9 - o
*
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There is no place in the world as comforting as your voice,
As healing as your touch, as safe as your arms,
You've been my shelter, my anchor, & my wings,

You taught me how to rise, & how to love without limits.

Thank you Mom

ﬁCOSEEMUMA
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“i( Yes! I would like to support Hospice of Yuma ﬁLﬁ
7 —~
patients and their families by donating to the
Mother's Day Tea.
Donor's Name: Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone #: (For Hospice of Yuma use only)
Amount: $15.00 $20.00 $25.00 Other: $
This is: A Direct Donation In Memory of: In Honor of:
Name of honoree or in memory of:
Would you like a notification sent out? No Yes (Provide info below)
Name of person to be notified: Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Please check the box below if you would like a tea bag delivered to you.

Yes, please deliver or mail me a tea bag.

No, you do not need to send me the tea bag.

Thank you for your donation.
Your donation is tax deductible.
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Mioace | MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Month

Planned Giving & Fundraising

by Alysia Munoz, Director of Fund Development

THANK YOU SPONSORS

Thank you!!! Your generous donations during National Hospice Month, "I Make a Difference" campaign.
This year we raised $26,00.00 for our terminally ill charitable care patients. Each donation supports our
terminally ill patients with durable medical equipment, medications and other items needed related to
their diagnosis. This is not possible without you. Thank you from all of us here at Hospice of Yuma.

If you would like to be a sponsor next year or would like more information about November National
Hospice Month, please contact Alysia Munoz, (928) 343-2222 or amunoz@hospiceofyuma.com.

1 Day Sponsors

» Carolyn Wertman All Anonymous Sponsors » Lynda Steyaert

3 Day Sponsors

o Patrick & Karen Griffin
In memory of Deborah Bezdicek & Amy Maloney A
 Suzanne Kirk A8&D
In memory of Joe & Winnie Chretin CONTRACTING LLC
e Glen & Barbara Moss Alfredo Gonzalez Denise Gonzalez
928-509-2388 760-802-2437

AandDcontracting.gonzalez@gmail.com
ROC 343372 Licensed * Bonded * Insured

1 Week Sponsors

ll Foothills Bank

Consider it done.

"RV WORLD

RECREATION VEHICLE CENTER

~ THE HODGES FAMILY IN MEMORY OF P.K. & BILLIE JEANNE HODGES
CHAMAN L. LUTHRA MD. & ADARSH LUTHRA MD

1 Month Sponsors

OneAZ

CREDIT UNION

QY " Positive

YUMA In memony of Colm Scholle




LedaGcy Partner bonations

KRISTINE O'BANNON

ROBERT ENGBRESTON - IN MEMORY OF B.
LUCY ENGBRETSON

RICHARD HARVEY - IN MEMORY OF SHARON
HARVEY

VICKI KERLEY TC YUMA LLC

RICHARD A. LOEBIG- IN MEMORY OF ALANNA
LOEBIG

THOMAS & MARY LOU EDWARDS

BOB OCHYLSKI

DONALD & LINDA PETERSON - IN MEMORY OF
COL. BILL CHEATHAM

WAYNE TEWKESBURY

THOMPSON TOWING & SALVAGE

DELORES VROOMAN

VICKIE WARREN - IN MEMORY OF FORREST
WARREN

THE WHITE FAMILY - IN MEMORY OF CHARLES
& NORMA WHITE

JOHN & WANDA WILLIAMS

ALLEN APPLEHANS

ERIK & BRENDA BRANDT

DOROTHY CHRETIN - IN MEMORY OF JOE &
WINNIE CHRETIN

JAMES & KATHY COOPER

GAIL GOTCHIE - IN MEMORY OF GERALD
“JERRY” GOTCHIE

PATRICK & KAREN GRIFFIN - IN MEMORY OF
MARION & RUTH GRIFFIN; ART & BARBARA
WEST

STEVE WATKINS - IN MEMORY OF PHOEBE
A. WATKINS

MARILYN YOUNG - IN MEMORY OF PETER J.
YOUNG

LOREN BOWSER

LEON & CAROL BURGE - IN MEMORY OF KEVIN

L. BURGE

PEGGY BURKS - IN MEMORY OF BETTY
DEBERRY

TOM & PEGGY BURKS - IN MEMORY OF BETTY
DEBERRY

MARY ROJAS - IN MEMORY OF PHILIP ROJAS

BRONZE

DOUG & CAROLE HENRY - IN MEMORY OF KATHY
HANCOCK
BEATRICE PAYAN - IN MEMORY OF ARMANDO
MARTINEZ

ANNE V. FISHER - IN MEMORY OF WAYNE M.
WAGNER

ADRIAN & JAN HUTCHENS

MARK & KARLEEN HAMMONS - IN MEMORY OF

RHONDA GRIFFIN - IN MEMORY OF MARION &
RUTH GRIFFIN; RAYMOND GRIFFIN; DOROTHY
STORJOHANN

FRED & CAROLYN HOFFMEYER

HAROLD JOHNSON

MALIA JONES

RICK & DEBI KELLAND - IN MEMORY OF DEAN &
CAROL BURKS; WESLEY BURKS

TROY J. KIEFER - IN MEMORY OF AMELIA KIEFER
SUZANNE KIRK - IN MEMORY OF JOE & WINNIE
CHRETIN

ANNE V. FISHER - IN MEMORY OF WAYNE
WAGNER

JAMES & MARGOT LABARGE

MAMA BELLA HOT SAUCE, LLC - IN MEMORY
OF JOSE LUIS & BELLA GONZALEZ

MAMA BELLA HOT SAUCE, LLC - IN MEMORY
OF ANTONIO (TONY) DEANDA

HAROLD & IRASEMA MAXWELL

GLEN & BARBARA MOSS

GLENDA SPENCER - IN MEMORY OF MINDLE
SPENCER

DAVID & DELORES SUSSMAN

THOMAS & MARA TYREE - IN MEMORY OF
IONA TYREE & ANNA VITOLINS

DONALD PETERSON
MARY SCHAAL

SHARON HUTCHINS - IN MEMORY OF DALLAS AND NATE SCHUG

JUANITA HYATT

GENE KENNEDY

HAROLD & IRASEMA MAXWELL
GLEN & BARBARA MOSS
RICHARD PAVEY

DAVID & DELORES SUSSMAN

PAMELA WALSMA - IN MEMORY OF PAUL &
NANCY WALSMA

LAURA GISS

BILL & LICHA JORDAN




DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS

November, December, January, February

Community

AMERICAN ONLINE GIVING
FOUNDATION
VFW AUXILIARY TOP COLA - GILA RIVER
8242
CAF AMERICA

BONITA MESA
AMERICA’S CHARITIES
KROGER
UNITED WAY - VALLEY SUN

SMART PAYABLES

CHRIST THE REDEEMER ANGLICAN CHURCH

PAYPAL

RAYMOND & GENE FRITZ
LOYAL ORDER OF THE MOOSE #1627
GLENDA SPENCER
ALLEN APPLEHANS
DAVID & DOLORES SUSSMAN
J.M. BARGAR
UNITED WAY

IN DALE AVERY - IN MEMORY OF CARMEN
AVERY

MARTHA BAYLESS - IN MEMORY OF STUART
SKINNER & EDWARD PIERSON

CONNIE BROWN - IN MEMORY OF JOHN
BROWN

PATRICK & KAREN GRIFFIN - IN MEMORY OF
JOHN & CHRIS TOWNSEND

DALE FARMER - IN MEMORY OF ART
CASTON

ROBERT OCHYLSKI - IN MEMORY OF ROSE &
RAY OCHYLSKI

CARRIE MAYBRUN - IN MEMORY OF PEGGY
NICHOLSON

MARGARET ERSKINE - IN MEMORY OF BILL &
MARG ERSKINE - WATSON

DR. LYNN A. MORRISON D.M.D - IN MEMORY
OF JAMES R. WATSON

GLEN & BARBARA MOSS - IN MEMORY OF
JAMES WATSON

GARY & KERRIBETH YOUNG - IN MEMORY
OF AMY TUTELL & BETHANY BRYNES

LLOYD & KATHERINE PARKER
SHELLY REED - MEZEI
FOOTHILLS BANK
THRIVENT CHOICE
MARY ROJAS
MARY JO KAMMERER
CHARLES - ROBERT EVANS

MARK STEWART - IN MEMORY OF
SHIRELY STEWART

GLEN & BARBARA MOSS - IN MEMORY OF
PERRY PENSKY

ANNE FISHER - IN MEMORY OF WAYNE
WAGNER

MAUREEN HENGL - IN MEMORY OF VERNA
NEITZ

JOHN STRATTON - IN MEMORY OF DENNIS
NIELSON

TOM & KATE HAZEN - IN MEMORY OF
GLEN JACKMAN

PATRICK & KAREN GRIFFIN - IN MEMORY
OF PERRY PENSKY

STEVEN D. WATKINS - IN MEMORY OF
PHOEBE A. WATKINS

CARYH STANLEY - IN MEMORY OF MARY
FRANKS

LAUREATE BETA PSI - IN MEMORY OF BOB
HATHAWAY

ROSEMARY & JAMES GIBBONS - IN
MEMORY OF DAVID WELLING

LINDA MARTIN - IN MEMORY OF RICHARD
MARTIN

DUSTY GROOMS
HOWARD J. BLITZ
ANA LAURA BOHON
FRANK & MARGARET FARESE
TANYA DEAN
RUSSEL & JANET JONES

JEFFREY WELLING - IN MEMORY OF DAVID
WELLING

BROCK CHRISTIANSON - IN MEMORY OF
DAVID WELLING

CONNIE LEM - IN MEMORY OF DAVID
WELLING

PATRICK & KAREN GRIFFIN - IN MEMORY
OF WAYNE GALE, RON YOWELL
PATRICK & KAREN GRIFFIN - IN HONOR OF
STEVEN & LAURA ARIZAGA

MAMA BELLA HOT SAUCE - IN MEMORY
OF BELLA GLORIA GONZALEZ

SUSAN BURCHFIELD - IN MEMORY OF
JAMES BURCHFIELD

JOANNE WALKER - IN MEMORY ISAIAH
NICOLAS-DURON

NANCY & LARRY DOMINE - IN MEMORY
OF ALBERT ALEXANDRE

SARAH CROSBY - IN MEMORY OF DAVID
WELLING

JOHN OWEN - IN MEMORY OF DAVID
WELLING

JUDITH D. PLATZ - CECCARELLI - IN MEMORY OF ROY & ELLAMAE PLATZ
RHONDA S. GRIFFIN - IN MEMORY OF RAY GRIFFIN, RAY SZAREK, JACK
STORJOHANN, DOROTHY STORJOHANN, MARION GRIFFIN, RUTH GRIFFIN,

Light-A-Light

JASON MUNOZ, BARBARA MAJOR, AND BUDDY ROSE

JANET & GEORGE VOGEL - IN MEMORY OF RUTH
CARTER & ANNE M. VOGEL
BETTY REYNOLDS - IN MEMORY OF BARRY SETTLE

ANN TRAVERSO

LYNNE WORTLEY - IN MEMORY OF AL WORTLEY
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Hospice of Yuma's Legacy
Partner Program was established
over 10 years ago. The program
is designated to provide hospice
care to people who may be facing
a terminal illness and who may

not have the ability to pay for
hospice care.

Your donations help Hospice of
Yuma, a non-profit organization,
continue to serve the Yuma
community as we have for the
last 44 years. Your donations
also help cover the costs for a
patient’s day of service, pain
medications, medical equipment,
medical supplies, and a
compassionate team of
professionals.

Please consider joining our
Legacy Partner Program and help
Hospice of Yuma continue their
mission to help those who need
hospice care and continue to be
here for generations to come.

To be part of our Legacy Partner
Program, the minimum donation
is $170.00. This would make you
a Bronze Partner. We also have
the Silver, Gold, Platinum,
Benefactor and Founder Partner.
You can make your donations in
whole, quarterly or monthly
payments. The option is yours.

Please mail your completed
and signed form to:

Hospice of Yuma
1824 S. 8th Avenue
Yuma, AZ 85364

Call us at (928) 343-2222
with any questions

Donations may also be made
online, by phone, in person,
by check or mailed.

H@SPHC%YUMA

Yows Comumauilly. Youws Hespice.

Donation Form

Donation Preference: (please check)

| One-Time Donation
|| Recurring Donation:
DWeekly D Bi-Weekly u Monthly DQuarterly ’ | Every 6 months |:| Yearly

Select:

| Bronze Partner $170.00 | | Silver Partner $300.00
' |Gold Partner $500.00 | | Platinum Partner  $1,000.00
. |Benefactor $2,500.00 | | Founder $10,000.00
My Gift is: (please check)
| In Honor of: .| In Memory of:
Name:
Memorial and/or Special Occasion Gift
| |Memorial Gift $ | Special Occasion $
' | In Honor of: ' | In Memory of:
Name:
' |1 have included Hospice of Yuma in my Will / Estate
Please send notification of my gift to: (please print)
Name: Phone:
Address City Zip Code
My Contact Information is:
Name: Phone:
Address City Zip Code
E-mail:
Payment Options:

| Check Enclosed [] Credit Card (Please call

Hospice of Yuma
and we will process
your payment over the

My Gift is: (please check) phone.)

Donations may also be made by
scanning the QR code. EE: [=]
~—> H

Thank you for your donation!! :

Your Donation is Tax Deductible.
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Please select from the options below to keep us informed on your preference
of communication.

|1 would like to subscribe to Hospice of Yuma Newsletter by E-mail.

|| 'would like to subscribe to Hospice of Yuma Newsletter by U.S. Mail.

| |1'would like to be removed from the Hospice of Yuma Newsletter mailing list.
||l am receiving multiple copies of Hospice of Yuma Newsletter.

| |I'have a change of address.

| |I'would like to volunteer.

| |1 would like a complimentary Personal Estate Planning Notebook sent to me.

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

E-mail Address:

Please return the bottom portion of this form to Hospice of Yuma at

1824 S. 8th Avenue, Yuma, Arizona 85364. If you have any questions, please call us at (928) 343-2222.



