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My name is Miriam Thornton. I’m the 
mother of Alison Watkins who passed away 
on December 25, 2015, one day after her 
43rd birthday. My journey with Hospice 
of Yuma began in September 2015 when I 
started attending the Hospice Bereavement 
Support Group held every other Wednesday. 
I knew I needed help to know what I would 
be facing as my daughter, a mother of 4 and 
grandmother to 3 young children, battled 
with a rare medical condition involving the 
renal and pulmonary organ systems. 

I knew that Hospice of Yuma would help 
both of us deal with her terminal condition. I 
asked Gina Murrietta, the Hospice of Yuma 
Bereavement Coordinator, if she would 
work with Alison to help her understand 
hospice services. Hospice worked with her 
even though she wasn’t a senior, dealing 
with cancer, or at a point yet for end-of-life services. Several hospice personnel 
came and spent time with Alison to help her get comfortable with what was her 
inevitable situation and informed her of the services hospice could offer her. Alison 
told me when she moved home from San Antonio in December 2014 that she 
knew how she wanted her life to come to a close and that involved hospice. When 
that time came, unbeknownst to me, Alison contacted Hospice of Yuma to say 

she needed the end-of-life services. Hospice of Yuma’s 
personnel skillfully responded with promptness, care, 
consideration for family, and professionalism. Hospice 
provided a hospital bed which Alison desperately 
wanted. The family was supported by pastoral services, 
nursing care, and later, funeral arrangements. Alison 
passed away on her seventh day with Hospice of Yuma, 
on Christmas Day. The care providers were attentive to 
my daughter and our family, and responded promptly 
to all medical and social needs. 

In June 2016, our family utilized the Hospice of 
Yuma Conference Room for our Celebration of Life 

What are essential 
oils? Essential oils 
come from seeds, 
bark, stems, roots, 
flowers, and many 
other parts of plants. 
One of the most 
rewarding experiences 
of using essential 
oils is the Aroma 
Touch Technique, the 
massaging of oils in 
the palm of the hand, 

for the benefit of relieving stress and anxiety, 
and the feeling of being comforted by the sense 
of smell. To get a bit technical here, our limbic 
system (nerves in the brain) has been said to be 
the seat of our emotions, thus making many of 
the essential oils so beneficial to our sense of 
wellbeing. 

As a Hospice of Yuma volunteer, I can offer 
the Aroma Touch Technique to our patients and 
caregivers, which isn’t only calming, but also 
provides a caring connection that often words 
cannot always convey. Each specific oil has it’s 
own restorative benefits depending on the need. 
I personally use a few different oils to assist me 
in a better night’s sleep. 

The use of essential oils goes far beyond even 
the Aroma Touch Technique. Lavender, for 
instance, is used to reduce stress. Deep Blue 
oil and Deep Blue rub can be beneficial for 
those who exercise daily and experience achy 
muscles. Lemon essential oil can be used in 
water for digestion. Wintergreen is perfect for 
the holiday season. Lastly, diffusing any one 
of your favorite oils often creates a wonderful 
sense of peace and calm. 

One of the greatest lessons I personally have 
learned in being a Hospice volunteer is to be 
present when I am visiting a patient and family. 
Being present can mean a lot of things, but it 
can also be the gift of holding someone’s hand 
and offering the Aroma Touch Technique if the 
patient is amenable. 

Hospice 
of Yuma

By Miriam Thornton

   By Kate Cook, HOY Volunteer

Miriam with young Alison
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Director’s Corner
A Message From Executive Director John Williams 

Vote For Us in Yuma’s Best 2016
As of November 1, 2016, Hospice of 
Yuma began its 35th year of service 
to the terminally ill in our community. 
We are proud that our non-profit 
hospice organization has helped 
thousands of patients and families over 
the past three and a half decades. I 
want to take the opportunity to thank 
all of you who have supported us in 
the past, and those who continue to 
support us to this day. We would not 
exist and be able to fulfill our mission 
without your support and generosity. 
I would also like to ask each of you 
once again to support us in a specific 
task. You can help Hospice of Yuma 
and Hospice of Yuma’s Thrift Shop in 
a way that does not cost you anything 
and only requires 15 minutes. Are you 
curious how you can help? I hope so. 

Each December, the Yuma Sun 
sponsors Yuma’s Best, an annual 
survey that gives Yuma County and 
supporters abroad the opportunity to 
vote for their favorite business, and 
in our case, favorite area non-profit, 
as BEST in a variety of categories. 
There are generally two ways in 

which you can vote. The Yuma Sun 
prints full-page ballots and will be 
including that ballot throughout the 
month of December in the newspaper. 
The other way to vote is online at 
www.bestinyuma.com. Voting starts 
December 1, 2016 and will end at 
midnight on December 31, 2016. 
Please consider participating and 
voting for us in the categories listed to 
the right. 

Your support in voting for us has a big 
impact, so thank you. In the past years, 
winning in these categories has helped 
us to recruit more volunteers. Your 
vote has helped us gain the attention 
of new donors who have generously 
given to help with the needs and care 
of those patients and families we are 
privileged to serve. You and your vote 
make a difference. Please consider 
taking the time this December to vote 
for Hospice of Yuma and Hospice 
of Yuma’s Thrift Shop in Yuma’s 
Best 2016. Thank you again for your 
support. We look forward to reaching 
our next milestone with you. 

                 Take a walk down memory lane of Hospice of Yuma’s logos. 

Goods & servIces
• Best Thrift Shop
• Best Home Furnishing Store
• Best Overall Customer Service

HealtH servIces
• Best Medical Service Provider
• Best Public Service

QualIty of lIfe
• Best Place to Volunteer

entertaInment
• Best Charity Event or   
     Community Benefit Project
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By Alysia Munoz, Planned Giving & Fundraising Coordinator

A Time For Giving

Planned Giving & Fundraising

Why is End-of-Year Giving so important 
for non-profits like Hospice of Yuma?
According to Charity Navigator, 31% of 
all donations to non-profit organizations 
in the United States happen in the month 
of December. Historically, December 
is also the biggest giving month for 
Hospice of Yuma and we count on the 
donations to help us fund the charity 
care provided to dying patients without 
insurance, and to assist with our 
community bereavement program.
You and your loved ones can make a 

difference. Give a year-end donation to 
Hospice of Yuma and make a difference 
in someone’s life. It’s simple. Go online 
to www.hospiceofyuma.com and click 
on the Make a Donation Button on the 
right hand side of the webpage. You 
can make a general donation, make a 
memorial gift of a deceased loved one or 
friend, or make a contribution honoring 
someone in your life. Donation notices 
will be sent to the friends and families 
you list indicating that a donation in 
their name or in memory of a loved one 

was made by you. Hospice of Yuma will 
also send you a notice of your donation 
for tax purposes. Please consider giving 
this December and know that your 
generosity makes a difference in the 
lives of terminally ill people in our 
community 

Hospice of Yuma is recognized as a 
charitable tax exempt organization as 
described in Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code.
Thank you. 
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Hospice of YumaMemorial Service
   Join us in remembering and celebrating the lives of the people served by   
   Hospice of Yuma. This also provides a wonderful opportunity for your family 
   to reconnect with our hospice team members. Both services will take place at 
   Hospice of Yuma. 

       
                                                                        Saturday, December 10, 2016
                    Ceremony from 11 a.m. ‒ 12 p.m.
                        Gathering from 12 ‒ 1 p.m.
                     
      
    
                       Saturday, December 3, 2016
                           Ceremony from 11 a.m. ‒ 12 p.m.
                           Gathering from 12 p.m. ‒ 1 p.m.
       

The celebration will include a remembrance 
program and light refreshments.

English Service 

Spanish Service 



Thrift Shop News 
By Dorothy Toney, Thrift Shop Manager
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Did you know that our Thrift Shop is 
fueled by volunteer energy? We do 
have 3 paid staff members, but the 
rest of the work force is filled entirely 
by volunteers. Nearly half of our 
volunteers are winter visitors. So, in 
the summer time, it’s a challenge to 
get all of the work done. Every winter, 
we look forward to our seasonal 
helpers returning to help with the work 
load. However, this year, several of 
our experienced volunteers will not 
be returning due to health or family 
issues. Needless to say, we have many 
positions open and are looking for 
volunteers.  

Volunteers must be at least 16 years 
of age and be able to commit to at 
least one 4 hour shift each week on 
a regular basis. We try to match the 
volunteer with a job that interests them 
and utilizes their talents and abilities.  
We also need guys that can help 
with testing of electrical items and 
electronics or do small handyman jobs 
around the store. We’re still looking 
for some strong muscle to help with 
the donation pickups, too.  

If you need more information, please 
give us a call at 928-782-9593. Come 
see why the Hospice of Yuma Thrift 
Shop was voted Yuma’s Best Thrift 
Shop in 2015. 

We’re working really hard to make 
sure that happens again this year!

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise 
in democracy. You vote in elections 
once a year, but when you volunteer, 
you vote everyday about the kind of 
community you want to live in.”

Speaking of Volunteers...

I chose to volunteer at the HOY Thrift Shop because...
I had cancer 40 years ago; there’s cancer that runs in my 
family. Hallelujah, I’m cured. When I came here, I saw what 
a wonderful thrift shop this was. It gives me an opportunity 
to help others. I can also pay back the help hospice gave my 
family. This thrift shop is the best Thrift Shop in Yuma.

This holiday season...
I’m spending time with my family. My daughter lives in Los 
Gatos and we’re meeting up in Solvang. My husband and I 
are going to go up there. We’re from Washington State, my 
husband and I, and she lives in California, and this is a good 
opportunity for us to spend time together. We try to do this 
every Christmas, pick a city and meet up there. 

I chose to volunteer at the HOY Thrift Shop because...
I’m not working anymore. I stopped working at 69 
and I was going crazy, and I needed an outlet. This 
is a wonderful outlet and I do enjoy it. That’s why 
I’m here. My husband is retired and loves being 
home, puttering around. Puttering isn’t my thing. 
I like talking to people and I have a good time 
here. I applied and it’s been a perfect fit. And 
the people are so nice. Dorothy is the best. 

This holiday season...
We’ll probably have family over and my 
husband and I will fight all day long and 
argue because we do the turkey and we’re in 
each other’s way. We have the kids over, and 
the grandkids. 

Sylvia M.

Sandy B.



Service for Alison. Forty two people 
attended, as did all of Alison’s 
children and her twin 6-month old 
granddaughters whom she never got 
to meet. People attended the service 
from all over the country and from 
throughout Arizona. Her French 
bulldog puppy, Cyber, was also at the 
ceremony. 

I still attend the bereavement group 
along with my nationally certified 
therapy dog, Justice. As soon as 

I have completed the volunteer 
training program, Justice and I will 
be providing assistance to hospice as 
appropriate. 

I continue to learn how to cope with 
this tragic loss and to move beyond 
with love, grace, and pride. I am 
able to celebrate my daughter’s life 
thanks to Hospice of Yuma and their 
caring and professional personnel who 
serve our community as a non-profit 
organization. 

Patient Stories
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By Miriam Thornton, family member served by HOY
Patient Stories

(continued from page 1)

                   Winter 2016   5

The winter holidays are generally 
perceived as “the most wonderful time 
of the year.” But for those who are 
facing grief after the death of a loved 
one, the holidays may instead be a time 
filled with pain and sadness. 

Even those for whom grief is not as 
fresh, the holidays may serve as an 
annual reminder of the loss—not only 
of that person, but of tradition and 
celebration.

Bereavement professionals working 
in hospice and palliative care know 
how difficult this season can be. They 
support families coping with loss all 
year long. Bereavement counselors 
stress the importance of making 
decisions that feel right to the grieving 
person, and giving oneself permission 
to make new or different choices at the 
holidays. The following tips might help.

Grief During the Holidays

Hospice and palliative care professionals know of the importance of 
providing emotional and spiritual support to those who are grieving but 
most importantly, they remind us that a person who is grieving should 
do what’s most comfortable for him or her during this time of year. 

Be Willing to 
Change Traditions.

Help Reduce 
Stress.

Remember those 
Who Have Died.

Holidays often center 
on certain traditions 
and rituals. For some, 
continuing these traditions 
without a loved one may 
be an important way to 
continue sharing their 
memory. For others, it 
may be more comforting 
to develop new rituals to 
help lessen the pain and 
immediacy of the loss.

While the holidays can 
be filled with meaning, 
they can also be filled 
with pressure and stress 
because of additional 
tasks such as shopping, 
baking and decorating. 
Grieving people should be 
encouraged to prioritize 
what needs to be done, 
and focus on those 
projects that may bring 
them pleasure. 

The holidays can 
bring opportunities to 
remember the person who 
has died in a way that is 
personally meaningful. 
Some families choose 
to participate in holiday 
events at a local hospice. 
Others may choose to 
share special family 
stories over a meal. Some 
may find that making 
a donation to a special 
charity or volunteering 
time to help others in need 
may be a comforting way 
to honor their loved one.



Letter of Appreciation
By louie franco

I appreciate everything Hospice of 
Yuma did during my wife’s time 
on hospice, and after her passing. 
Nurses coming to our home, 
providing the hospital bed and 
continuing to help with bereavement 
counseling. Gina is a blessing, 
showing her concern after the 
passing of my loving wife, and also 
with my grief after my father passed 
and with the loss of my job soon 
after these other events. My family 
and I owe Hospice of Yuma a big 
thanks to everyone that has helped 
us. Writing my poetry has helped 
me in coping with my loss.

Rosalba “Rosie” Franco
September 1, 1959 - March 27, 2016

 
Rosie was born on September 1st, 1959 
in Mexicali and passed away peacefully 
in her home on Easter Sunday. She 
moved to Yuma, AZ in her teen years 
and attended Yuma High School where 
she met and fell in love with Louie, her 
high school sweetheart and the love of 
her life. 

They were married in 1976 and 
spent 40 wonderful years together. 
Rosie was an avid gardener, loving 
mother and amazing grandmother 
and the cornerstone to her family of 
four. She is survived by her husband 
Louis Franco, daughter; Mary King 
(Rusty); son Louie Jr (Jenny) and 
four grandchildren: Raymond, Aidan, 
Hercules and Zoe Rose.

She took a chance on me in high school. 
Rosie was the best girl that ever came 
into my life; later she became my wife 
and blessed me with two beautiful 
children. For the loving way you 
raised our children, your compassion, 
understanding and the example you set 
by the way you lived, thank you. 
Thank you for your friendship, for your 
love and for being my wife for 40 years. 
More than anything, thank you for 
being you.

Obituary published in the Yuma Sun 
March 29, 2016 

The Grieving Man
By Rosie Peña, Donor Relations Coordinator

We’re a hospice. We know a little something about grief and how to cope with the loss of a loved 
one. So, it’s no surprise to us when we see the grieving process of men, in particular. The attitudes 
of men in the grips of the grieving stage usually differ than those of women. Generally, men are 
used to being the protector, in charge of their lives, and having autonomy over what happens. 
It is why they can find themselves unmoored when they suddenly find themselves in a very 
vulnerable position. Some men feel like they don’t want to allow themselves to cry, leading some 
of their loved ones to believe they are uncaring. It’s important for us to realize that men in general 
may remain more stoic, but are definitely feeling all that a loss entails. It is our job as supportive 
individuals to 1) remain close and available; 2) realize that everyone, regardless of gender, 
grieves in different ways and that is valid, and 3) just listen. It’s amazing how much you can help 
a loved one in their bereavement by simply listening. It’s truly a gift. 

A gentleman who attends one of the grief support groups found himself grieving the loss of his 
wife, and he came upon the attitude of the “stoic grieving man”, and it wasn’t a good fit for him. 
He needed an outlet for his grief, so he wrote two beautiful poems and is generously sharing 
them with our readers. He wants other men to know that he openly grieves his loss, and that it is 
okay to talk about it. That men don’t need to keep their pain to themselves. Thank you Louie for 
sharing your experience with us. 

Grief
Grief, the hurt and the pain
Sometimes its hard to explain

Grief, everyone handles it different

Grief, it will change you, due to the loss of a 
Close family member, husband or wife it will 
Forever change your life

Grief, keep busy go see a movie relax in the 
Lobby, or just tend to your garden but please 
Find a hobby

Grief, find someone you can trust that’s a must 
A grief counselor is good for goodness sake
Stay focused and don’t break

Grief, with the loss of my wife of over 40 years
At the start it felt like someone reached into 
My chest & pulled out my heart
I loved her a lot, the pain is hard to keep
Most of the time I weep

Grief, I think about her every day & every night
Sometimes I stay quiet not even a word to say

Grief, I keep the faith & pray

I Miss
I miss her, smile
I miss her, touch
I miss, the smell of her hair
I love so much
I miss, the times we would plant
Flowers, and the mango tree under the
Sun, boy those days were lots of fun
I miss, the hugs and kisses
After all she was my Mrs. 
I miss her, every day & every night
Our love was true and so sincere
We were together over 40 years
I miss, the times we took our kids to 
Disneyland the joy love and laughter
We often think life should be 
Happily ever after
I miss, the green chili she would
Make for me, what a treat
Green chili burrito filled with lots of meat
There are lots of things 
I miss in life, but most of all
I miss my wife

Louie & Rosie Franco
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SAVE THE DATE



We want to thank The Arizona Masonic 
Charitable Foundation and Yuma Masonic 
Lodge 17 for supporting Hospice of Yuma’s 
Charitable Care Program for terminally ill 
patients without insurance. Special thanks 
to Mr. David McHone for recommending 
Hospice of Yuma as a non-profit recipient to 
the State Masonic Charitable Foundation.

Community Support & Information

I Miss
I miss her, smile
I miss her, touch
I miss, the smell of her hair
I love so much
I miss, the times we would plant
Flowers, and the mango tree under the
Sun, boy those days were lots of fun
I miss, the hugs and kisses
After all she was my Mrs. 
I miss her, every day & every night
Our love was true and so sincere
We were together over 40 years
I miss, the times we took our kids to 
Disneyland the joy love and laughter
We often think life should be 
Happily ever after
I miss, the green chili she would
Make for me, what a treat
Green chili burrito filled with lots of meat
There are lots of things 
I miss in life, but most of all
I miss my wife
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Volunteer positions at Hospice of Yuma Thrift 
Boutique are available in all areas! 

Consider joining our team. 

For more information call 
(928) 782-9593

Needs YOU!

32nd Annual 
P.K. Hodges SW AG 
Golf Tournament

March 30 - April 1, 2017

SAVE THE DATE

Hospice of Yuma is blessed to have members 
of the community who think about the 
wellbeing of our patients, and those who 
use our services like the Wig & Prosthesis 
Program. Thank you Marie Thompson for 
making these beautiful hats. 

This gorgeous group came out to support 
Hospice of Yuma for National Hospice 
Month. They enjoyed a fine meal at Chretin’s 
Restaurant. These fine people are supporters 
in many ways...they donate their time as 
volunteers and contribute to our programs and 
events. Thank you. 
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It’s   ALIVE!
Monster Mash



SponSorShipS
Dracula
El Dorado Broadcasters

Mummy
BlueCross BlueShield of AZ
RX Positive Medical Supply
Yuma Mortuary & Crematory

Frankenstein
J.C.J Electric Corporation

Wolfman
1st Bank Yuma
Bose
JV Smith Companies
Medline
Westmoor Electric, Inc.

Igor
3:10 Diesel Works LLC
Barkley Co. of Arizona
JBS Five Rivers Cattle Feeding
RDO Equipment Company
Southwest Gas

CenterpieCeS
Michael’s of Yuma

AuCtion DonorS
Ambiance Salon
Americana Indian Shows
Arizona Cardinals
Craig Barrows, D.D.S.
Bingham Equipment
Bose
CAL Ranch
Canyon Distributing Co. 
Cold Stone Creamery
Colorado River Pottery 
Davin-Karin Salon
Carol Davis
Dillards
Disneyland Parks
Diva Hair Studio
Dog Haus
Elite Tanning 
Ann Farley, Silpada Rep.

Firehouse Subs
Fisher Chevrolet GMC 
Buick
Kevin Franco
Hertz Car Rental
Inca Lanes 
Mary Ingham
Jody Kessler
Las Bitolas Cigar Lounge
Michael Little - 
                     Serenity Yoga
Lowe’s Home Improvement
Mama Bella Hot Sauce
Market Grill Steak & 
Seafood
Marshalls
Patricia May
Mesa Del Sol Golf Course
Native Grill Wings
Old Town Wine Cellar
Olive Garden
The Palms RV Resort
Paul Bensel Jewelers
Sharon Perry - Silpada Rep.
Pink Cheeks by Sprayed Rayz
The Press Cafe & Bistro
Miguel Pulido - AirGas
Puppy Love Pet Grooming
Radisson
Rafael’s Hair Studio
Red Lobster
River City Grill
Colin Scholle - 
RxPositive Medical Supply
Shay Oil
Simply Sydney Skin & 
                 Lash Studio
Sprague’s Sports
Staples
Starbucks 
(Foothills & 16th Street 
Locations)
Star Nails & Spa
Target
Texas Road House
Tractor Supply
(Foothills Location) 
Truly Nolen
Ty Cook Photography
Walmart
Carolyn Wertman
Tim Williams

Yuma Golf & Country Club
Yuma’s Main Squeeze

SpeCiAl thAnkS
AWC Schoening Center 
                   Staff & Crew
Aaron Bailey
Nancy Felix 
Glen Moss 
Erik Munoz
Gina Murrietta
Maria Reyes
John & Wanda Williams

We truly would like to 
thank everybody who was 
a part of this annual event, 
whether it was through 
planning, donation, or 
attendance. We are able 
to fund our Charitable 
Care Program because 
of the generosity of our 
supporters and words 
aren’t enough to express 
how much that means to 
us. Thank you all!

Thank You To Our Spooktacular Sponsors

                   Winter 2016   9

Monster Mash
          2016

MONSTER MASH
Hocus Pocus

              10.21.17

The RETURN 

 



General donations
Allstate Giving Campaign
Grace Carrithers
Jose Delgado
Dennis Gallagher
Helen Hockenbury
Bonnie J. Leistiko 
George & Delia Montopoli
Glenda Spencer
Margaret Thompson
James Williams

legacy Partners
Benefactor
John & Wanda Williams

Gold
Clyda Conrad
Don Kovacs 
         in memory of Ada Ruth Kovacs
George & Delia Montopoli 
         in memory of Adriana Valladares
Glen & Barbara Moss
Steven Watkins 
         in memory of Phoebe Watkins
Marilyn Young 
         in memory of Peter Young

silver
Ryan & Mary Ingham
Erik & Alysia Munoz 
Nate Schug
Jody Smith 
         in memory of Glenn E. Smith 

Bronze
Dennis Gallagher
Lucille Hatfield
Gina Murrietta
Christine Reeves
Bob Steckman 
         in memory of La Dawn Steckman

community Group 
donations
Christ the Redeemer Anglican Church
Kroger (Fry’s Food Stores)
Masonic Charities of Arizona
United Way of Yuma County

In Honorarium
Geraldine Hart

 Linda Shillabeer

In memoriam
max Bardo

 Patrick & Karen Griffin
louise Barkley

 Harvey & Mary Campbell
Philip & Nancy Coffeen
Ken Hill & Family

shirley Bauder
Carol Hartz

Peggy Bickel
Jacqueline K. Molander

virginia cansler
Dorothy Love
Lee & Eline McCain 
Ann Walker

Buddy dean
Tanya S. Dean

anthony derita
Aaron M. Abrams

Judy autrey dyson
Ann Autrey

enrique fletes
Dan & Bobbi Shay

lois anita averill foster
Michael & Teresa Igoe
John & Janice Rex

challo Garcia
Jinx Green

erma Gayler
Myrna Stanz

Wanda Grover
Martha Bayless & Family
Doug & Carole Henry

John Hamilton
James & Beth Donahue
Karen Nicklaus

Jesse ray Hancock
Mike & Bobbi Blohm
Davie & Karen Brooks
Raymond & Rhonda Griffin
Doug & Carole Henry
Pasquinelli Produce Co.
James & Lavina Platt
SMT Farms, LLC

Jesse scott Hancock
Bingham Equipment Co.
Mike & Bobbi Blohm 

Davie & Karen Brooks
Glen & Rebecca Curtis
Linda R. Fugate   
Patrick & Karen Griffin
Raymond & Rhonda Griffin 
Doug & Carole Henry
Susan Ann Howard-Berlin
Shari W. Leeper
Athon & Margo Morrison
James & Lavina Platt
SMT Farms, LLC
Larry & Robyn Suciu
Victoria Yancey

victor Hasek
Neoma F. Dossett
Darrell Shy

donald “donnie” Johnson
Tom & Peggy Burks
Robert & Cheryl Harman
Doug & Carole Henry
Ramon & Elsie Jorajuria
Frank & Eunice McDaniel
Kent & Terri Murdock

carolyn leavitt
Rebecca Prior

Wally leistiko
Bob & Margaret Crowley
Bonnie J. Leistiko

melvin lytle
Ramon & Elsie Jorajuria 
Frank & Eunice McDaniel

dr. ralph linden
Gary J. Pasquinelli Family 
Trust
Richard & Phyllis Swanson
Gerald & Nancy Thomas

Bill little
Owen & Vivian Autry

Billie Jean Whitman lord
Vergie Doris Musgrave

armando martinez
Bonnie Jakob
Suzanne E. Kirk 
Debra Reed
Marilyn Thomson

sharon millican
Cassandra Ellsworth Gross
Mark Millican

maria teresa Parra
Mayra Flores

ruby Pendleton
Tom Compton

Donations & Contributions
August - September - October
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Yuma County Public Works
marilyn Pierce

Tami J. Harmon
trudy Prickett

Patrick & Karen Griffin
terry d. sausman

Larry & Dawn Bergman
Dennis Knopic
Robin J. Moore
Sue Oliver

Bill scott
Martha Bayless & Family
Tom & Mary Lou Edwards
Linda R. Fugate   
Patrick & Karen Griffin
Sebastiano & Margaret 
Patane

edna smith 
Adams Electric, Inc.
Kate Agoitia
Maria Albarran
Joseph & Terre Catanzaro
Sean & Ana Davis
Tim & Marsha Gallagher
David & Joan Guss
JV Smith Companies
Limelight Creative Group
Carolyn B. Pancrazi
Doug & Pamela 
Pancrazi 
R.L. Jones Customhouse 
Brokers, Inc.
SMT Farms, LLC
Kristen Smith
Vic Smith 
Terkelsen, Smith & Tyree, PLC
Gerald & Nancy Thomas
Patti Shawver Tucker

James stapleton
Tanya S. Dean

dorothea l. Wall
Kathleen Shoger

ralph Warner
David Estabrook

m. doris Westendorf
Elizabeth Calik

carol Zochowski 
Patrick & Karen Griffin
John & Christine Townsend

Donations & Contributions
August - September - October

Birthdays                   anniversaries
September                         September
Jerry Leckrone                               Harold & Irasema Maxwell
                                                       James & Lavina Platt
                                             
October                         
Max Coletta
Vicki Dokos-Nelson
Joan Lott
Kristine O’Bannon
Dottie Orford

November                        November
Marilyn J. Davis    William Esmeier & Betty Furtwangler
Margaret A. Feige    Terry & Jane Pray
Betty M. Furtwangler
Jinx R. Green
Dusty Grooms
Carole Henry
Doug Henry
Jim Kenfield
John H. Roll Jr.
Wanda L. Swansborough

December                         December
Irene Hendrickson     Garry & Sandy Knights
Fred Hoffmeyer

January                           January
Carolyn Hoffmeyer    Michael & Kathryn Kalsman
Betty Labrecque    Bruce & Sari McLaurin
John Moody
Terry Pray
Mary Westendorf

February                          
Pat Bradley Erwin
Lynn V. Gates
Veramae Morris

  

Please forgive the error we made in the last 
issue. We did not provide the accurate birthdays 
for September, October, and November. We’re 
providing those now, as well as the new set. 
Thank you for your understanding.  

Friends, 
it’s that time of year 
when we say with a 

full heart, thank you.  

We have now reached 35 years 
of existence in the Yuma 

community. Since our doors 
first opened in 1981, we have 
reached many milestones. 
We’ve grown! And most 
importantly, our mission 
remains the same, and we 

shall continue to endeavor to 
provide the best care to those 

who require our services. 

You have joined us in this 
journey, and for that, we are 

truly thankful AND honored. 
Your support in the form 
of readership, donations, 

contributions, volunteerism, 
and the myriad of other ways 

in which you help is the motor 
that keeps us running. Thank 

you so much for advocating for 
us, and being there when we 

need you the most. It’s exactly 
what friends do for each other.

May you and your loved 
ones have a wonderful 

holiday season and may 
the new year be a gift. 
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